


WELCOME

This year marks 40 years since the founding of the Grainger Wind Symphony. Every
institution that endures for forty years carries within it more than repertoire. There
exists the imprint of everyone who has stood before the same page and drawn from
it. Percy Grainger understood this instinctively. He was a collector of folk songs, a
restless experimenter, and above all a believer that music was communal property,
meant to be passed hand to hand, voice to voice, and generation to generation.

It is with this understanding that the Grainger Wind Symphony presents The Legacy
of Percy Grainger, a concert marking both our continuing devotion to the composer
whose name we carry and the fortieth anniversary of the ensemble he inspired us to
build in 1986. Under Music Director and Principal Conductor Roland Yeung, the
evening centres on two towering works, Hill Song No. 2 and Lincolnshire Posy. 

We are honoured to welcome Dr Sarah Kirby, Grainger Fellow in the Museum
Collections department at the University of Melbourne and author of Inventing Percy
Grainger: The Construction of Biography on Page, Stage and Screen, who joins us for
a pre-concert talk exploring the composer’s constructed and contested legacy. The
program itself looks forward as much as back: Tracy Videon conducts four works by
Australian women composers, drawn from her own doctoral research, while Hayden
Taylor’s Grainger’s World reimagines a five-movement chamber work for full wind
symphony, a genuinely new voice in dialogue with an old one.

A community ensemble begins, in truth, as a kind of cacophony: teachers and
students, amateurs and professionals, each arriving with a different sound, a
different story, a different reason for picking up an instrument. Left alone, these
would simply be individual voices in a room. But rehearsal after rehearsal, and
concert after concert, across forty years, those voices have resolved into something
else entirely, a rich tapestry woven from hundreds of players who passed through
these ranks, each thread distinct yet inseparable from the whole. That is the quieter
achievement we celebrate tonight, as much as any single work on the program. This is
a community of people who kept choosing to make something together that none of
them could make alone.

Forty years on, the Grainger Wind Symphony remains what it was founded to be: a
place where music is not preserved behind glass but kept alive by being played,
shared, and handed on for future generations.

And with that said, we hope you enjoy the concert.

Christopher McLeod
President 
Grainger Wind Symphony
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PROGRAMME
THE GRAINGER WIND SYMPHONY

Principal Conductor: Roland Yeung
Associate Conductor: Shane Walterfang

Guest Conductor: Tracy Videon
Compere: Kristian Gregory

Guest conductor: Tracy Videon

Fanfare for brass and percussion 
by Mirrie Hill arr. Rowan Taylor

Down Longford Way 
by Katharine Parker arr. Leroy Osmon

Arc-en-Ciel “Rainbow” 
by Katharine Parker arr. Tracy Videon

Northern Ballad “The Saga of King Orry” 
by Mona McBurney arr. Jacob Evarts
solo piano - Stuart Newstead

Conductor: Roland Yeung

Grainger’s World revised 2026 
by Hayden Taylor - world premiere

Introduction
Part One Folk Freedom
Part Two Grainger’s Band
Part Three The Queen of the High Seas
Part Four Toward Free Music



PROGRAMME
THE GRAINGER WIND SYMPHONY

I N T E R V A L

Conductor: Shane Walterfang

Hill Song No. 2 
by Percy Grainger

Address by Christopher McLeod 
President of The Grainger Wind Symphony

Conductor: Roland Yeung

Lincolnshire Posy 
by Percy Grainger ed. Fennell/Rogers 

Lisbon (Sailor’s Song)
Horkstow Grange (The Miser and his Man: A Local Tragedy)
Rufford Park Poachers (Poaching Song)
The Brisk Young Sailor (returned to wed his True Love)
Lord Melbourne (War Song)
The Lost Lady Found (Dance Song)

Anniversary Band with past players

Irish Tune From County Derry 
by Percy Grainger ed. Rogers

Concluding with the cutting of the 40th Anniversary cake. 

Please scan the QR code for additional program notes



PLAYERS
THE GRAINGER WIND SYMPHONY

 

Principal Conductor: Roland Yeung !^
Associate Conductor: Shane Walterfang ^

Piccolo
Christine Duniam *!

Flute
Emily Chapman +
Jacci Jones
Ashleigh Robertson
Madeline Thorburn +

Oboe
Hilary Jones *^
Daniel Seymour +

Bassoon
Anna Besley
Joshua Petherbridge

Eb Clarinet
Sally Newstead

Bb Clarinet
Sebastian Beswick *@
Megan George
David Goddard
Wendy Harvey
Ari Kuperman
Sally Newstead
Stephanie Ramm
Julie Tiedemann
Tim Veevers +

Bass Clarinet
Eric Ho

Saxophone
Julia Curl - Sop & Alto *
Benjamin Gunthorpe - Bari
Wendy Harvey - Alto
Ben Jones – Tenor ^
Nick Roney - Alto

Trumpet
Robert Harry *
Shane Walterfang ^
Doug Blue
Ruth Collins !
Ben Radelczyk +

Horn
Clynton Royal +
Christopher McLeod ^
Peter McClive +
Nick Benbow

Trombone
Robert Clark
Ian Wienand
Chris Beaumont - Bass +

Legend
^ Committee member
* Section Manager
! Life member
+ Guest Player
@ Principal Player
YPS GWS Young Player
Scholarship recipient

Euphonium
Fraser Dun *^
Tracey Videon +

Tuba
Vaughan Grant
Simon McCauley ^
Will Taylor

String Bass
Michael Taylor

Percussion
Charlotte Pierce
Dawn Walterfang
Shane Hunt
Stuart Newstead *!

Sound Engineer
Paul van Haaster !



TRACEY VIDEON
GUEST CONDUCTOR

A passionate music educator for over 40 years, Tracy has taught
instrumental music in many schools across Melbourne and in country New
South Wales. A low brass player, singer and conductor, Tracy’s
performance experience includes 24 years as a musician in the Australian
Army and 8 years as Musical Director of the Melbourne Rainbow Band. 
Tracy is completing her PhD in Music Performance (Conducting) at the
University of Melbourne. She recently spent several months researching
and conducting at the University of Georgia, USA. Her research recognises
Australian heritage women composers and aims to share their voices
through the medium of wind band. 
In 2022 Tracy received the State Music Camp award for excellence in Or

 chestral conducting. She was recognized in 2025 with the Australian Band and Orchestra Directors’
Association (Victoria) Certificate of Excellence for outstanding achievement and contribution to
music education. 

HAYDEN TAYLOR
COMPOSER

SARAH KIRBY 
RESEARCHER AND AUTHOR
Sarah Kirby is the Grainger Fellow in the Museums & Collections
department of the University of Melbourne. She has published widely on
British and Australian music history, and her first monograph, Exhibitions,
Music and the British Empire was published in 2022. She is the associate
editor of the journal Musicology Australia. In 2022, she was the Nancy
Keesing AM Fellow at the State Library of NSW. The following year
received the McCredie Musicological Award from the Australian Academy
of the Humanities and was elected a fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

Inventing Percy Grainger: The Construction of Biography on Page, Stage and Screen is a 2026 book
by Dr. Sarah Kirby, her second monograph. Published by Boydell & Brewer, the book explores how
the eccentric Australian composer Percy Grainger attempted to control his own legacy, and how
later writers, playwrights, and filmmakers shaped his biographical narrative after his death.

Hayden Taylor is an emerging composer based in Melbourne. Having nearly
completed a Bachelor of Music Composition, Hayden is concurrently
undertaking a Diploma of Pure Mathematics at the University of Melbourne.
He studied composition with Elliott Gyger, Stuart Greenbaum, Melody
Eötvös, Christine McCombe, and Calvin Bowman.
In 2024 Hayden completed a composer residency at the Percy Grainger
Museum (supported by IgniteLAB) delivering a 22-minute chamber group
soundscape currently playing in the museum. 
Hayden explores how his interests in advanced mathematics, spirituality, and 

history can be applied to music, and enjoys dreaming, thinking, and theorising about the
relationships between these fields. He seeks to create new and unique soundscapes that reflect
personal emotions, working with players to create rewarding concert experiences for performer
and listener alike.



To stay informed about these upcoming
events, please follow us on Facebook, and
join our mailing list.

STAY IN THE KNOW

SPONSORS

SHARE IN THE CELEBRATION WITH OUR MERCH

Share in the celebration with our limited edition 40th
Anniversary merchandise, now available through Our
Merch.

Thank you for supporting live music in Melbourne!

GWS CONCERTS 2026
Please add the following dates to your diary:

Concert 6: Jon Lord Group Concerto Saturday 24  Octoberth

Blackburn High School Auditorium

Concert 7: Children’s Concert Sunday 22  November 2.30pmnd

Blackburn High School Auditorium

For more information please visit our website www.graingerwindsymphony.asn.au

The GWS Community Archive is a place for stories, memories, anecdotes,
reflections, and moments—big or small—that help tell the story of The Grainger
Wind Symphony. If there’s something we haven’t asked about, we’d love to hear it.

The Community Archive will be open from Saturday 29th August 2026, the day of
our celebration concert, and will close at the end of the year.

40TH ANNIVERSARY GWS COMMUNITY ARCHIVE
The Grainger Wind Symphony was formed in 1986 and is celebrating its 40th Anniversary!
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