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WELCOME

It is with the greatest pleasure that The Grainger Wind Symphony (GWS)
welcomes you to Concert 5: Elysian Harmonies - Journeys of Serenity and
strength. Akin to the many layers of the Lotus leaf, our journey weaves and winds
inwards towards the centre of the universe. For in something is everything found.
One vehicle, many skilful means. Our musical journey contains all within and
without.

Imagine vast bodies of water, bereft of sense and direction, flowing to flood the
vast landscapes and voids of nothingness. The void filled with presence. To
witness the colour of sound. Emerge from the murky depths in purity as that of
the Lotus flower. To evoke stories of past worlds as akin to Jodie Blackshaw’s
Peace Dancer.

For throughout our concert are weaved opportunities for a sense of serenity and
inner longing. To enjoy and seek happiness. A desire to see Paradiso through the
writing of Robert W Smith. A work composed as part of his Symphony: Divine
Comedy. A moment of rest and tranquility.

The beauty and eloquence of Oscar Navarro’s third Clarinet Concerto evokes
shades of Hollywood and Film Noire. Exceptionally composed and orchestrated,
the work harkens to Navarro’s career as a Film and Concert composer. The
virtuosic and nuanced playing of Jason Xanthoudakis is guaranteed to enthrall
with every dulcet note.

To be alive means to seek things of beauty, peace, and serenity. To be human
means to seek the path of tranquility. A life full of possibilities explored in musical
soundscapes. A nuanced journey through Three Revelations from the Lotus Sutra
by Alfred Reed and the Immoveable Do by Percy Grainger. A source of potential
and journey.

The English Romantic poet William Wordsworth described “Elysian beauty” as a
journey of pensive longing and arrival. Associate Conductor Shane Walterfang
guides the ensemble through metamorphic visions of celestial frequencies; their
transcendental harmonies reverberate upon each step towards celestial spheres.

And with that said, we hope you enjoy the concert.

Christopher McLeod
President, The Grainger Wind Symphony




PROGRAMME
THE GRAINGER WIND SYMPHONY

Conductor: Shane Walterfang
Compere: Kristian Gregory
Guest Soloist: Jason Xanthoudakis

e Peace Maker by Jodie Blackshaw

e |Il Concerto by Oscar Navarro
soloist Jason Xanthoudakis on Eb and Bb Clarinets

e Paradiso - movement IV of ‘Divine Comedy’, a symphony for winds
and percussion by Robert W. Smith

Interval
e Three Revelations on the Lotus Sutra by Alfred Reed
1. Awakening: To Awaken the Light of the Universe
2. Contemplation: To Contemplate the Depths of the Soul

3. Rejoicing: Rejoice in the Beauty of Peace

e The Immovable Do by Percy Grainger

For extra program notes, scan the QR code:
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GWS CONCERTS 2024

Please add this date to your diary:

Concert 6: Saturday 30th November 7.00pm
Blackburn High School Auditorium

Featured works: Carmina Burana by Carl Orff, Manzoni Requiem by Guiseppi Verdi, Sky
Boat Song by Percy Grainger, arr. David Stanhope, Pulcinella for Euphonium Solo by
Philip Sparke with the solo played by Fraser Dun.

For more information go to our website www.graingerwindsymphony.asn.au.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GET INVOLVED

. . Made in Australia
Calling all composers (J\g'afnqcr\

Vind Symphony \

Submission close W
31st January 2025

The Grainger Wind Symphony is currently accepting
) submissions from Australian composers for Made in
Made in AR Australia 2025. Submissions close on the 31st of

Australia January, 2025.
For more information, please visit Please see our website for further information.

Fundraising Ninja
CLUB MERCH
STORE To continue to support The Grgihger Wind
Symphony, please consider visiting
o }@, https://thefundraising.ninja/project/grainger-wind-
the Fundraising Nsf2 3% symphony




PLAYERS

THE GRAINGER WIND SYMPHONY

Principal Conductor: Roland Yeung !
Associate Conductor: Shane Walterfang *

Flute

Christine Duniam - flute & piccolo

Phavian Phipat
Emma Squires
Erin Wallach *
Sally Wang +

Oboe & English Horn
Hilary Jones "*

Bassoon
Anna Besley
Joshua Petherbridge

Eb Clarinet
Sally Newstead

Bb Clarinet

Henry Andrew

Alex Campbell *@
David Goddard
Penelope Latham
Julie Tiedemann
Grace Trebley *
Jason Xanthoudakis +

Bass Clarinet
Eric Ho

Saxophone

Rhiannon Bacon - alto +

Amy YinPoh Chan - alto +
Matthew Chipman - baritone +
Allanah Coldwell - tenor *
Alison Hocking — alto & sop

Legend

~ Committee member
* Section Manager

I Life member

+ Guest Player

@ Principal Player

YPS GWS Young Player Scholarship recipient

Trumpet

Doug Blue
Robert Harry *@
Lyle Hoefer !
Louise Martin +
Jamie Papps
Rebekka Walker +

Horn

Chris McLeod "
Scott Plenderleith
Tracy Tulloch *
Sarah Webster +

Trombone

Josh Anderson — bass *
Allan Pennings

Jack Stabek +

Euphonium
Fraser Dun "*
Patrick Benger +

Tuba
Ben Hague
Sam Adams +

String Bass
Michael Taylor

Percussion

Daniel Chong YPS
Shane Hunt

Stuart Newstead *!
Charlotte Pierce

Sound Engineer
Paul van Haaster




THE COMMITTEE OF THE GRAINGER WIND
SYMPHONY INC.

President: Christopher McLeod
Secretary/Treasurer: Robyn Yeung
Music Director and Administrator: Roland Yeung
Associate Conductor: Shane Walterfang
Publicity & Marketing: vacant
Concert Manager: Grace Trebley
General Committee: Fraser Dun, Hilary Jones, Jacci Jones, Ariel Kuperman, Erin Wallach

ASSOCIATE CONDUCTOR
SHANE WALTERFANG

Shane Walterfang is a Melbourne born conductor,
trumpeter, and teacher. He received his Master of
Education and Grad Cert (TESOL) from Deakin University,
Diploma of Education from the University of Melbourne
and Bachelor of Arts from the Victorian College of Arts.

As a conductor, Shane has been involved with community
music for over 25 years. He believes that performances are
unique occasions where audiences and musicians live in,
and for the present moment. His aim is to provide
innovative performances, which are engaging for both
audiences and musicians. His conducting credits outside of
Australia include performances in New Zealand, China,
India and the USA.

As a trumpeter, Shane has played with 5 of Australia’s professional orchestras including
10 years with the Australian Pops Orchestra. He was introduced to styles ranging from
Paul Whiteman to Frank Zappa while playing with the Anne and John Hawker Big Band.
Shane is also a committed educator who aims to provide a range of engaging and
stimulating experiences to encourage people to pursue music as a lifelong activity. He
has held the positions of Head of Brass, Director of Music and VCE Coordinator. He is
also a past Chair of the Australian Society for Music Education (ASME) - Victorian
Chapter. Shane is also a qualified Meditation/Mindfulness teacher.




CLARINET SOLOIST
JASON XANTHOUDAKIS

Jason studied at Melbourne University, where he
graduated with a Master of Music, the Victorian College of
the Arts with David Thomas, Phillip Miechel and Dr. Peter
Clinch, Monash University where he studied with David
Griffiths and is a graduate of the Sydney Conservatorium
where he studied with Frank Celata, Mark Walton and
James Nightingale. He has also studied in Paris,
Amsterdam and London. Jason has won 3MBS Performer
of the Year Award as well as many prizes in various music
competitions.

Sk Jason has a busy performance schedule including
performances Wlth the Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra, the Sydney Symphony

Orchestra, Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra Victoria and the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra, as well as frequent solo recitals and concerto appearances with
orchestras and wind ensembles in Australia. From 2015 Jason held the position of
Clarinet/Bass Clarinet with the NSW Police Band where he frequently performed on both
Clarinet and Saxophone.

Jason has performed several live broadcasts on Australian radio, has recorded for ABC
Classic FM and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. He has arranged/transcribed more
than 50 works for Saxophone and Clarinet and is very active in the field of Contemporary
Music, encouraging composers to write music for Saxophone and Clarinet and over 20
works have been dedicated to him.

COMMITMENT TO AUSTRALIAN MUSIC AND
MUSICIANS

Central to the mission of The Grainger Wind Symphony is fostering a deeper appreciation
for Australian composers and the rich tradition of wind symphony music. Through
compelling performances that span diverse themes, including Australia’s migrant history,
regional connections, and cultural intersections, the Grainger Wind Symphony captivates
audiences and celebrates the nation’s musical heritage. Moreover, the ensemble is
committed to nurturing the next generation of musicians through educational initiatives
and collaborations. From conductor workshops to collaborative performances with school
ensembles, the Grainger Wind Symphony serves as a beacon of inspiration, elevating
performance standards and instilling a passion for wind symphony music in young
instrumentalists.




YOUNG PLAYERS SCHOLARSHIP 2024

The GWS Young Player Scholarship is open to graduating musicians who play woodwind,
brass, percussion or string bass. The scholarship seeks to encourage talented young
musicians to pursue their interests in wind band music beyond secondary school. By
raising awareness of the strong community music scene in Melbourne, the Grainger Wind
Symphony hopes to engage a whole new generation of musicians in this proud tradition.
For more information about applying for next year, please go to our website
www.graingerwindsymphony.asn.au.

DANIEL CHONG 2024 recipient

Hello! I'm Daniel and | play percussion. | started off playing
drumkit and picked up counting a lot of bars and occasionally
playing some notes on the glockenspiel along the way. Over the
years I've found joy learning the ins and outs of all the instruments
you get to play as a percussionist, and | love being able to add a bit
of pizazz or sparkle or oomph to the music. My musical goals are to
play as broad a range of music as possible - while | love smashing
skins to Smashing Pumpkins, | just as much enjoy Latin grooves
and of course a bit of classical slide whistle, anvil, gong, and
vibraslap. | am pursuing a degree of popular music at Monash
where | hope to improve my drum playing and maybe even learn
to sing better.
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Thank you for supporting live music in Melbourne!




